12          THE LIFE OF KABIR.

conjecture are thus related in Kabir Kasautf.

One day Kabfr when he was some thirty
years of age was walking along the bank of the
Ganges when he came to a cottage belonging
to a Bankhandi Bairagt.17 He wentup to the
cottage and there sat down. After some time a
girl, about twenty years of age, also arrived. To
her question as to who he was, Kabfr replied t!
am Kabir.' She again inquired as to his caste
and sect {BJiesh}. To both questions he return-
ed the same answer, 'KablY, The girl observ-
ed that though many'Sants had come to that
place none of them had ever given such a name
for themselves, their caste or sect. Kabfr said
that in saying this she had said what was per-
fectly true.38 Meanwhile more Sants arrived.
Presently the girl brought forth from the house
a large supply of milk which sh'e divided into
seven shares. Five shares she gave to the Sants,
one to Kabir and the remaining share she kept
for herself. Kabfr placed his share on the
ground. The Sants drank theirs and asked
Kabfr why he also did not drink his. Kabfr

(17) ffankhandl is an epithet applied to Bairagis who
live in hheja'ngal.

(18) The meaning of this legend appears to be that there
irionly one God and that all men are his servants and will one
(lay he brought into close union with Him. Itelig-ious distinc".
iious are therefore out of place. The religious reformer may
have hoped that Hindus and Muhammadans would lay aside
all prejudice aud accept as a title for the one true Ood the
comparatively unknown term, Kabir (The. Great One).